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work cooperatively for the betterment 
of the community, and how an entire 
community can get information and 
services in a nonstigmatizing environ-
ment. 

Through a series of generous grants 
and donations, the Family Resource 
Center has been able to supply a tre-
mendous number of services, including 
acting as an outreach office and an in-
formation clearinghouse for many gov-
ernment and nonprofit agencies; pro-
viding space for an alternative school 
and an infant care center; offering a 
‘‘connections’’ program that matches 
up people in need of household fur-
niture and appliances with those who 
have those items to give away; spear-
heading a school supply drive; pro-
viding mental health counseling and 
drug and alcohol evaluation; offering 
Red Cross babysitting courses and Or-
egon Child Care Basics workshops; of-
fering victims’ services, including 
women’s support and sexual assault 
support groups, offering legal aid and 
paralegal services, and the list goes on 
and on. 

Mr. President, the late Oregon Gov-
ernor Tom McCall once said, ‘‘Heroes 
are not giant statues framed against a 
red sky. They are individuals who say, 
‘‘This is my community and it is my 
responsibility to make it better.’’ I am 
confident that all those who—through 
their time, talents, and treasure—have 
helped to write the remarkable 10 year 
history of the Family Resource Center 
are true heroes because they have truly 
made Reedsport a better place in which 
to live, work, and raise a family.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO GEORGE 
PARASKEVAIDES 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor and pay tribute to 
George Paraskevaides, a world-re-
nowned titan of industry, a much-be-
loved humanitarian, and a most es-
teemed philanthropist. 

Throughout his exceptional life, 
George Paraskevaides, in word and 
deed, exemplified the ageless precepts 
of ancient Greece: excellence, edu-
cation, civic engagement, and a love 
for mankind. And, at every turn, 
George not only lived up to those 
ideals—he lived them out in a way that 
was an example and inspiration to all. 

Although an Athenian by birth, 
George moved his family to Cyprus 
where he pursued his studies and ob-
tained a formal education in architec-
ture, and where he would form with 
Stelios Joannou what would become 
the legendary contracting and civil en-
gineering firm of Joannou & 
Paraskevaides—or J&P. And today, 
J&P is one of the largest development 
companies in the world, employing 
more than 16,000 people and engaged in 
projects for airports, hotels, highways, 
homes, and sports arenas to name just 
a few. Underpinning J&P’s success is 
its hallmark attention to quality and 
its reputation for completing projects 
on time and on budget. 

Through the years, however, in true 
Greek fashion, George was never con-
tent with building on his own success 
alone, and, time and again, dem-
onstrated a generosity of spirit that 
was undeniably an ennobling force 
worldwide. His philanthropy was leg-
endary. To cite just a few examples, he 
contributed to the Children’s Heart 
Fund Hospital in Minneapolis, the Sur-
gical and Transplant Foundation, and 
the Cyprus Heart Association. He fund-
ed countless scholarships for less fortu-
nate Cypriots and founded the Cyprus 
Kidney Foundation. Perhaps his most 
historic gesture occurred during World 
War II when, at the request of British 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill, 
George Paraskevaides assisted in build-
ing an airport runway for U.S. Allies to 
use—an act which to this day is re-
membered for its decisive courage and 
lasting impact. 

It should, therefore, come as no sur-
prise that George Paraskevaides has 
been recognized globally for his im-
measurable concern for his fellow man. 
The prestigious honors include the 
Order of the British Empire by Queen 
Elizabeth II, the Saint Marcus Medal 
from the Vatican, the St. Paul’s Medal 
by the Greek Orthodox Archbishop of 
North and South America, the Amer-
ican Hellenic Educational Progressive 
Association, AHEPA, Philanthropic 
Award, and many, many others too nu-
merous to mention. For 91 years, 
Greece, Cyprus, and the world were all 
blessed by the presence and good works 
of George Paraskevaides, and how pro-
foundly fitting it was that Cyprus held 
a State funeral in his honor earlier this 
month. 

Cyprus President Tassos 
Papadopoulos characterized George 
best when he described him as ‘‘a 
model of humanism, dignity, and kind-
ness. His name became synonymous 
with the ideals of philanthropy and 
selfless love towards our fellow man.’’∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO CARROLL COLLEGE 
∑ Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, today 

I congratulate and honor the football 
players at Carroll College, in Helena, 
MT, who this past Saturday became 
the National Champions of the Na-
tional Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics. The Fighting Saints de-
feated the University of Sioux Falls 17– 
to–9 on a cold, rainy day in Savannah, 
TN. 

Folks in my home State are getting 
used to celebrating championships this 
time of year. Carroll’s historic victory 
this past Sunday marks the fifth time 
in 6 years that they have been crowned 
National Champions. 

I want to extend my congratulations 
to coach Mike Van Diest and his entire 
staff, cheerleading coach Pam Jones 
and her squad, athletic director Bruce 
Parker, Carroll College president Tom 
Trebon, and the entire Carroll commu-
nity for bringing home the national 
title. 

But I mostly want to applaud the 
young men who make up this remark-

able team. Years from now they may 
forget the early morning and late night 
practices. They may forget the summer 
training in the Montana heat and other 
sacrifices they have made. But they 
will never forget the muddy day in De-
cember of 2007 when they raised up 
that trophy. 

As a former teacher and referee I 
know firsthand how important inter-
scholastic competition can be. It takes 
the dedication and determination of 
the young men and women who make a 
team. It takes the support of the com-
munity and the alumni. And it takes 
patient and talented coaches to lead. 

Mr. President, I also know how out-
standing an institution Carroll is. I 
have always been impressed by the ac-
complishments of both the students 
and the faculty and as the father of an 
alumna, I will always have a special 
place in my heart for Carroll.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO COLONEL JEFFERSON 
JOSEPH DEBLANC 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I wish to 
acknowledge COL Jefferson Joseph 
DeBlanc, Sr., for his dedicated service 
to Louisiana and the United States of 
America. I would like to take some 
time to make a few remarks on his ac-
complishments. 

In 1940, Colonel DeBlanc left school 
in order to pursue a career in the mili-
tary. After joining the Marine flight 
program, he enlisted in the Naval Re-
serve where he received elimination 
flight training. He continued his illus-
trious military career in the Marines, 
achieving the rank of captain on June 
1, 1943, and transferred to the Marine 
Aircraft Group 11 overseas. 

In November 1944, he returned over-
seas for his second tour of duty. He 
joined the Marine Fighting Squadron 
422 in the Marshall Islands and re-
mained stationed there until May 1945, 
joining Squadron 212 in order to fight 
in the Okinawa campaign. In his two 
tours of duty in the Pacific at Guadal-
canal and Okinawa, he shot down nine 
enemy aircraft. On December 6, 1946, 
President Truman awarded him the Na-
tion’s highest decoration for valor and 
bravery, the Congressional Medal of 
Honor ‘‘for his conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty.’’ 
Colonel DeBlanc received this medal 
for shooting down five enemy Zeros in 
the Solomons. He went on to be deco-
rated with more than 10 medals, in-
cluding the Purple Heart, the Distin-
guished Flying Cross, and multiple 
Gold Stars. 

Colonel DeBlanc later received a 
master’s degree in education. He 
worked with the St. Martin’s Parish 
School Board and taught physics at 
Mt. Carmel in New Iberia. After his re-
tirement from the Marine Corps Re-
serve in 1972, he served as a member in 
multiple organizations, including the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and Medal of 
Honor Society. 
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